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• These columns are said to have been taken from King Solomon’s Temple in 
Palestine, where they provided the entrance through which pregnant women 
would pass to encourage a healthy childbirth and between which the sick 
would prepare for healing. At least two of these columns are now in the 
Vatican and copies were made by Bernini to surround St. Peter’s altar, in the 
chapel built to the proportions of King Solomon’s Temple. 

• it should be noted that these columns could not have been part of the original 
King Solomon’s Temple, where the columns would have been made of wood 
partly plated in bronze.  
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